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Abstract

Saga Han introduced modern science and technology,
and strengthened the Nagasaki defense in the last stage of
Edo period. The foresight and advance of Saga Han has
already been clarified by preceding study.

The invasion of United Kingdom, so-called the Opium
War to the Qin Dynasty gave a shock to Saga Han. At that
time, Saga Han had been taking charge of Nagasaki defense
with Fukuoka Han and rotated yearly. The Saga Han got
detailed information about the outbreak of the Opium War
earlier than the Shogunate authority. There were many
foreign ships navigated to the periphery of Japan. Saga
Han was afraid that U.K. and other foreign countries might
ivade Japan, and strengthened the Nagasaki defense.

The Netherlands king’s mission ship came to Nagasaki in
1844 and then many Western vessels came to Nagasaki,
which made Saga Han feel the urgent need of modern arms,
and started the casting of the cannon by using
reverberatory furnace technology. This made Saga Han the
leading Han on using the modern science and technology
into domestically made weapons.

Here I will introduce how Saga Han collected the
oversea information including the Opium War, and how it
utilized the information in its policy determination process.,
in the Edo last period.
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