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Abstract

This paper introduces and discusses the history of
land surveying in pre- modern Japan on 17th century
as a model case of foundation of indigenous knowledge.
On 1650s Tokugawa Shogunate ordered lords to draw a
map of their territory, Kuniezu, as their obligation to
Shogunate. In order to make their maps, the organizer of
this project Inoue Masashige requested the instruction of
geometry and astronomy to Dutch member of VOC.
Detail of this instruction is not clearly recorded.
However, on 17th century they became to deal with
some instruments for land surveying derived from
Europe. At last on 1690 their indigenous knowledge on
Dutch land
technique of Shimizu school. They utilized plane-table

surveying were concentrated as the
surveying, Graphometre, cross-staff, and so on.
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