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Cartulary of Ramsey Abbey in the Thirteenth Century

Akira Tsuzuki

Cotton MS. Vespasian E.II, preserved in the British Library, includes a cartulary of Ramsey Abbey in
Huntingdonshire. It is arranged in three sections and contains more than one hundred copies of royal charters
and other charters by abbots, bishops and some lay tenants and about fifty copies of fines and agreements, with
the additional documents transcribed later than the time of making of the cartulary in the original form. It seems
that the transcription of the documents in the table of contents was ordered and finished during the abbacy of
Ranulf Brito (1231-53). Abbot Ranulf probably needed a reference book on the rights and the properties of the
abbey at hand in order to control large estates. In this paper, I show the tables of the main documents and the ad-
ditional ones and make some comments on them. Although we can read many copies of the documents of Ram-
sey Abbey in the Chronicon Abbatiae Rameseiensis and the Cartularium Monasterii de Rameseia, the text in the
Cotton MS. is another important cartulary of Ramsey Abbey and gives us more information about this old Bene-

dictine monastery in England.
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16 #£2m2,
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19 % 1 ™151, Cf. Hudson, op. cit.
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