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Ramsey Abbey and the Dispute concerning Over

Alkira TSUZUKI

When Abbot Herbert of Ramsey Abbey granted the land of Over in Cambridgeshire to William Pecche and
his wife for their lives in 1088, he must never have thought that it would take more than a century for the abbey
to establish the right to restore it into the abbey’s demesne. It was in 1237 that Hamo Pecche, at last, acknowl-
edged the abbot’s right to the land in the king’s court. The dispute concerning Over was recently studied by Dr J.
Hudson in terms of the heritability of land, and Professor H. Tsurushima’s article focused on the relationship be-
tween the abbey and the Pecches. In this paper, I add some more information by taking up the charter of Abbot
Aldwin, which permitted the son of William Pecche to succeed to the land. This charter was not included in the
Cartularium Monasterii de Rameseia nor in the Chronicon Abbatice Rameseiensis, but transcribed in the cartu-
lary in British Library Cotton MS Vespasian E.ii. The cartulary seems to have been compiled by the order of Ab-
bot Ranulf, who was abbot in 1237. He may have found this charter in the abbey’s library in search of the docu-
ments which were effective in protecting the monastery from the claim of Hamo Pecche and decided that it was
not useful. After the dispute was over, I think, the abbot made the charter abandoned, but, before that, he ordered
it to be transcribed into the cartulary because he hesitated to eliminate it from the abbey’s records. It seems to be

in this way that it has come down to us.
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Appendix

British Library Cotton MS Vespasian E.ii, f0.28r.

Carta Aldewini abbatis de Ouere.

Aldewinus Dei gratia abbas Ramesiensis ecclesie filiis [fi]dei catholice et cetera. Volo vos scire quod Willelmo Pecche
et uxori ejus damus fraternitatem nostri et congregationis nostre et concedimus ut habeat terram de Ouere ad profi-
cium suwm sub hac conditione ut unoguoque anno quingue libras ad cerfum terminum reddat. Et cum finis vite ei ad-
venerit, locum sepulture in cimiterio Sancti Benedicti et centum solidi dentur de suo proprio ad ipsam ecclesiam pro
anima ejus, vel marca auri. Femina vero sua, si supervixerit in ipsa conventione prefatam terram habebit. Post obi-
tum autem utrorumque recipiet abbas terram suam bene vestitam absque ulla reclamatione. Et si illis est filius talis
qui terram deservire potuerit et voluerit, ille proximus erit. Sed hoc in arbitrio et voluntate abbatis et fratrum consis-

tit. Testimonio nostri et Ingelramini et Rodberti et Gosfridi et Ragenaldi et Simegoni.




