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Summary

Continuous decline of birth rate in Japan has attracted much attention in the recent times. Some
scholars have attributed this to the gender discrimination prevailing in the Japanese society. A typcal
Japanese woman has to take care of all the household work. This stress leads women to believe that hav-
ing children will only be an additional burden to their lives.

Therefore, this paper attempts to determine the attitude towards gender discrimination of the people
who are about to marry and start a new family life. The sample included Japanese and foreign students
attached to Saga University, Japan and Liaoning University, China. The data were collected, using a
questionnaire, during the period from Sept. 1, 2002 to Nov. 6, 2003.

One variation was observed in attitude towards gender discrimination between foreign and Japanese
students. While Saga University’s foreign students and Liaoning University’s students believe that there
is gender equality in the family life, Japanese students believe its reverse. Further, while the former be-
lieve that taking care of children and elderly is a duty of both genders, the latter believe it is only wifes’
duty. Japanese students also believe that gender discrimination in Japanese family roles are stronger than
that of the other countries. Therefore, there is a need to change the attitude and behavior of the Japanese
people to have a gender equal society, in which women will have less gender-related stress. In this regard,
gender education.can play a significant role.
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