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Summary

The culture between shells and humans has been established since ancient times. The close relation-
ship has been deeply rooted in the way of life of human beings, for shells have been used as foodstuffs,
utensils for daily life, shell money, ornaments, items concerned with rituals, and so on.

There are biotic varieties in especially the southern part of subtropical and/or tropical areas which
are gathered with ease. In the case of the Ryukyu Archipelago, the history of the utilization of shells has
been dated to pre-historic times for about 3500 years through the Kingdom of the Ryukyu, which has
brought about many kinds of shell utilization and an originally developed shell culture in Okinawa. They
are composed of 40 species belonging to 16 families of conch shells and 12 bivalve families.

It is now said that there are shells of 80,000 to 100,000 in number of species living on this earth.
Among them, shells with the most familiar and important relation to humans are described here and ana-
lyzed in terms of local-resource utilization and culture. They are categorized into utilization type as fo-
Hlows: foodstuffs, items concerned with subsistence and daily life, goods involved with beliefs and rituals,
local healing systems and medicine, playthings, ornaments, shell money, status symbols, and communi-
cation means or musical instruments. Besides, one category has been added to include dangerous or
toxic shells, which may sometimes cause the death of humans in times of shell-gathering.
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