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A Japanese Translation of the Appendix Chapter of Ada : A Life and
a Legacy —Ada’s Diseases and Illnesses

Kensuke TOKAICHI & Toyoko IKEDA
Department of Foreign Languages (English)

Presented below is a Japanese translation of the appendix chapter “Unnatural Feelings Mental &
Bodily” of Ada: A life and a Legacy (The MIT Press, Cambridge, MA, 1985; First MIT paperback
edition, 1987 adopted in the translation work) by Dorothy Stein. The chapter was chosen
because it dealt exclusively with the illnesses and diseases that Ada, the poet Byron’s daughter,
suffered and suffered from during her short life of 37 years. Of particular interest, from the
medical student’s perspective, is how Stein tries to pinpoint the one person in Ada’s genealogy

that was supposed to be the original source of her longest-suffered disease. The rigor with which
Stein approaches this question is typical of her style of inquiry, which a student in any field of
study ought to emulate for his or her own benefit.
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